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It is no doubt true that three Acts of the very
first importance, the Evidence Act, the Contract
Act, and the Code of Criminal Procedure, became
law within a very short period of time; but each of
these Acts had been before the public for years.

The Evidence Act was originally introduced in
1868, and the Contract Act in 1867. The Evidence
Act was re-drawn from beginning to end in the
winter of 1870-71. It had been before the public
substantially in the form in which it was enacted
seven or eight months before it passed.

I do not like to conclude without saying a few
words as to the interest taken by Lord Mayo
personally in legislation. Though he left to me the
general management of legislative business, and
though his other duties made it impossible for him
to occupy himself with the details of particular mea-
sures, he took the deepest personal interest in the
different undertakings which I have tried to de-
scribe. I believe that the principles which I have
stated as those on which Indian legislation ought to
be carried on were his as much as mine,- and I
know that whenever any difficulty arose in their
application, he gave me the warmest, most cordial,
and most effective support Upon all such matters
I was surprised to find him so much interested as
he was. Questions of considerable delicacy arose
between the Government of India and the Indian
Law Commissioners in England before Lord Mayo
came to India, and these difficulties suspended the
enactment of very important measures for several
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